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SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING IN MEXICO CITY 

1 . EMBASSY SECURITY OFFICERS WERE ADVISED BY IBM CORPORATE 
DIRECTOR OF SECURITY, ANTHONY POHL, THAT A NINE YEAR OLD 
CHILD, THE SON OF AN IBM EMPLOYEE, WAS KIDNAPPED ON SUN- 
DAY, AUGUST 20. THE CHILD WAS RELEASED IN GOOD HEALTH ON 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, FOLLOWING PAYMENT OF 700,000 PESOS 
(U.S. $30,973). 

2. ON THE AFTERNOON OF SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, A MEXICAN EM- 
PLOYEE (NOT AN EXECUTIVE) OF IBM TOOK HIS WIFE AND NINE 
YEAR OLD SON TO VISIT HIS SISTER AND BROTHER-IN-LAW AT 
THEIR HOME. THE HOME IS LOCATED IN AN EXCLUSIVE AND 
WEALTHY SECTION OF THE CITY. AT APPROXIMATELY 4 PM THE 
CHILD WENT RIDING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD ON HIS BICYCLE. 

WHEN HE HAD NOT RETURNED AT 6 PM, A SEARCH WAS INITIATED 
WHICH LOCATED THE BICYCLE LEANING AGAINST A TREE. INQUIRY 
DISCLOSED THE BIKE HAD BEEN FOUND IN THE STREET BUT NO ONE 
HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE MISSING CHILD. 

3. THE FAMILY RECEIVED A CALL SUNDAY NIGHT AT THE HOME 
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OF THE BROTHER-IN-LAW, WHICH CONFIRMED THE KIDNAPPING AND 
DEMANDED 15,000,000 PESOS (U.S.$663,716). DURING THE NEXT 
TWO DAYS, A COUNTER OFFER OF 50,000 (U.S.$2,212) WAS MADE 
BUT REJECTED. ULTIMATELY, AND AFTER CONFIRMATION OF THE 
BOY'S GOOD HEALTH, A 700,000 (U.S.$30,973) RANSOM WAS 
AGREED UPON. A DIVERSIFIED AND MULTIPLE SERIES OF DIREC- 
TIONS WAS INITIATED AT 8 PM WEDNESDAY, AUG 23, WHICH RE- 
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SULTED IN THE RANSOM DELIVERY. THE CHILD WAS RETURNED, 

VIA TAXI, AT 1 1 PM THAT EVENING. 

4. CONTRARY TO A WARNING FROM THE KIDNAPPERS, THE CHIEF 
OF POLICE WAS ADVISED OF THE KIDNAPPING BUT THE FAMILY 
DECLINED THE OFFER OF POLICE ASSISTANCE. THE ENTIRE 
NEGOTIATION PROCEEDINGS WERE CONDUCTED BY THE FAMILY. 

5. POHL ADVISED THAT THREE MEN WERE INVOLVED AND OPINED 
THAT THEY SOUGHT A TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY IN AN APPARENTLY 
WEALTHY NEIGHBORHOOD AND THAT IT WAS NOT, IN ANY MANNER, 
DIRECTED AGAINST AN AMERICAN FIRM. FYI: THE RANSOM WAS 
NOT PAID BY IBM. ALTHOUGH THE FATHER OF THE CHILD IS NOT 
PARTICULARLY AFFLUENT, OTHER SEGMENTS OF THE FAMILY ARE 
AND THE MONEY WAS RAISED FROM THEM. MCANINCH 
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